
“through the wall”

CITY OF BERLINmuseum This museum is all about the wall on the site. I use the wall as a feature with which to interpret 
the museum. This concrete structure is a remnant of the Berlin Wall that once stood here to 
separate the two halves of the city for 20 years. Now it will serve as a reminder of the governments 
and power that controlled this area.
 To enter the museum, I have placed a lobby that brings in visitors down a large open space 
that is made from a material similar to the wall itself, precast concrete, to represent the wall and the 
control it had over its people. This large space opens into a round atrium that draws the eye up. This 
space holds much of the circulation space, like the stairs and elevators. Here the wall intersects this 
space by running straight through it. It is its own object that plays by its own rules inside this space. 
I cut it in a way that people will pass through it to get to the exhibition space. But you cannot see 
this cut until you are right next to it. This gives the illusion that the wall is still whole and that it still 
divides that space. But once you realize you can walk though it, you realize that its power is only 
temporary. 
 The stairs in the atrium lead to the second �oor where the main exhibition space, the o�ces 
and learning center are. This �oor opens to this atrium. The atrium acts as a centering device for this 
museum. The exhibition is all on the west side of the wall and atrium, which is representative of the 
freer West Berlin. And the organizing spaces and control are on the east side, representative of the 
strong oppressive power of East Berlin. 
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